CONVOCATION  ADDRESS AT PUNJAB  QAUMI VIDYAPITH
the students if they had obtained that education, if they were prepare^o             J?/
perform the humblest task, and in case they agreed that charkha was esseno$fe         ^ 7 '
for the country's freedom, whether they spun each day and that as a y&jw.    "-"
If that was so, then alone they had got true education.
Proceeding, he expressed his belief that if every son and every daughter of
India took to spinning for at least half an hour each day and gave the yam
to the Congress to make cloth to be distributed among the poor, they could
free their country. But they had not yet got that national consciousness. If
they wanted swaraj for the lowest among them, who was ill-fed and ill-clad, they
must take to spinning. He did not object to their reading Shakespeare or
Milton, or chanting Vedic hymns or studying the Koran; but, as Hazrat
Mohammed had said in the Koran, those that were neglectful of the humbler
folk were very far away from God. It was this that was essential for their
national education. With him this alone was true education.
If at that time he advised the suspension of non-co-operation as a national
programme, it was not because he wanted the continuance of the vicious system
of education. Poet Tulsidas had taught him that there could be no friendship,
love, or union between religion and irreligion. Therefore, so long as he be-
lieved that the Government was Satanic and was based on arrogant exploitation
of weak races so long it was his duty to non-co-operate and he would stick to
that course even if he stood alone. But he would tell anarchists, if any were
present there, that he wanted non-violent non-co-operation and not violent, that
his non-co-operation was directed against the system and not the men admini-
stering the system,
He had no complaint against Lord Reading or Sir Malcolm Hailey as
men although he had heard that Sir Malcolm Hailey was at that time fast spread-
ing his net over the whole of the Punjab. He did not say that Sir Malcolm
knew that he was doing so. But the speaker, who had studied this Government
for a long time, knew this. Besides, how could Sir Malcolm know? Only the
wearer knew where the shoe pinched.
But, continued Mahatmaji, the non-co-operation that was itself vicious
was not worth having; and such was the feeling of mutual non-co-operation
amongst Hindus and Mussalmans which was full of hatred and fear, and devoid
of peace and love. They should pray to God to be saved from such non-co-
operation.
His agreeing to preside at Lahore or at Belgaum was not to be taken as an
indication of any consciousness of self-importance. He, on the contrary, rea-
lized that he was, perhaps, a"spent bullet**. He knew, a large part of educated
India was not with him. They might shout 'Mahatma Gom&tJb" j*a% but that could
not make him happy. If, instead, they even spat at him but did as he asked
them, he would feel a happy man.
Concluding, he asked if the Punjabis could take up the charkha. It was
sad for him to hear from Punjab Hindus that fcha4dar ^as k&m fo* thejn as